Issues in revising research instruments for use with Southern populations.
Researchers are in the initial stages of developing instruments that give insight into culture. Through these efforts nurses are gaining a more complete picture of the client's perspective on health and response to illness. Little emphasis has been given in the literature to adapting instruments for use with English speaking American sub-cultures. In this manuscript, a process used to revise instruments to capture elements of beliefs about managing uncertainty during treatment for cancer by Southern White and African-American men and women is presented. Bridging the gap in cultural knowledge between the investigators and study population is explored. Issues of instrument reliability and construct validity are addressed.